
Northeast Square Dancer, February 2007  15

will memorize this very quickly, and the clapping will help keep them from racing 
(if you have ever worked with pre-teens and teens, you know how they like to show 
that they learned the dance and can do it faster than anyone else. This dance forces 
a little discipline on them, without robbing them of the fun.)

It takes only four or fi ve times through the dance for everyone to have memorized 
it. When I am sure that everyone is comfortable with the pattern, I stop the music 
abruptly at the end of the sequence and say, “That’s too easy.” I give them a little 
chin music about how we can mix it up so it is not the same people doing the same 
thing all the time. If the people are circling in the second half, they may now circle 
a little more or a little less so that one of the ends goes to the center position. If they 
are doing the elbow turns, they have permission to turn either the left or right hand 
dancer a little extra to put someone new in the center. 

So far, the dancers have had fun with the dance, but now the laughing begins 
because an element of chaos has been introduced, and they have permission to be a 
little goofy, but they must still get the walking and the claps on the beat.

After another four or fi ve times through, I again stop the music and say, “It’s still too 
easy. So, when you fi nish your circle or elbow turns, the center person moves forward 
to be the center of the group in front. – By the way, dancers, this dance is sometimes 
called ‘Wild Turkey’ and everyone knows who the turkey is. So the call for the center 
to move forward will be ‘Shoot the Turkey.’”

The level of chaos has gone up a notch, but it is still within the structure of the 
music. With another four or fi ve times through the dance, fi lled with giggles and mis-
takes, the music stops again. “It’s still too easy. You know, we can slam the door on 
the turkey. As the turkey goes forward, one of the ends steps to the center of the line, 
forcing the turkey to go to an end position.” This gets a little rough and boisterous, 
but you will be amazed with how many people will count the eight steps forward and 
the four steps back, and almost everyone will clap at the right time. 

I have been lucky to be able to work with some outstanding musicians who can 
learn the pattern and play it with very little attention from me. Sometimes, at the end 
of the fi rst 12 beats, I give the musicians the cut signal, to remind them to go silent 
for fur beats. And one band changes tunes when the wild turkey is introduced. They 
start with a tune like ‘Ragtime Annie’ but change to ‘Turkey in the Straw’ when the 
turkey is introduced. 

This dance sets the tone of just good fun in time to the music. There are a multitude 
of good dances for three dancers, or lines of three facing three (trios). Give them a try 
– and your best source for them is “Dancing for Busy People,” available directly from Cal 
Campbell (cal@eazy.net) or from the Lloyd Shaw Foundation (www.lloydshaw.org).

Happy dancing.

Please call and make an appointment to visit us.
Severance - 603-623-2692     Dixon - 781-944-4416

Square Dance Foundation of New England, Inc.
Visit the Library / Museum in Manchester, NH

Web-site: www.sdfne.org
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M A S S A C H U S E T T S

WACA
SUNDAY, MARCH 4  - Dancing 2:00-5:00 

Awards Ceremony  -  5:00-5:30

Annual Square Dance

Tickets $5.00 per person advanced ribbons • $6.00 per person at the door
For more info: 978-632-1104 or 508-886-4728 

2 Halls
y Class level (Mainstream)
y Plus & Rounds
y Refreshments
y Claudia's Western Shoppe

Bay Path Barn
119 Central Street

Boylston, MA
DIRECTIONS:
FROM Route 290
Take Church Street exit, #24 towards Boylston.
Bay Path Barn is about 3 miles on the right.

Many of your
favorite callers

and cuers
are sure to

provide great 
dancing.

 President: (508) 309-3109
 Travel: (978) 897-8450

www.fairsnsquares.com
PO Box 177, Framingham MA 01701

 Saturday, February 24 - 8pm
RED AND WHITE BALL

Class Level Dancing
BRUCE McCUE - Calling
SCOTT GROSS - Cuing

Scott Hall - First Parish UU Church
24 Vernon St
Framingham Center
Across the street from Ellison Hall

There’s no fool like an old fool.  You just can’t beat experience.

http://www.fairsnsquares.com
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Riverside Squares
PO Box 382, Danvers, MA 01923

www.RiversideSquares.freeservers.com
FEBRUARY DANCE

Saturday Evening, February 3, 8:00 - 10:30 pm - Plus
 Caller: JIM SCHELL  Cuer: BARBARA STRONG

Calvary Church, Holten & Cherry Streets, opposite Danvers Town Hall

Wednesday Square Dance Workshops
Beginners—7:00-8:00pm
Mainstream—8:00-9:00

Plus Level—9:00-9:45pm
At Calvary Episcopal Church Hall, Corner of Holten & Cherry Streets, Danvers, MA

 President Banner Chairs
 Betzy Govoni 978-777-5319 Peter & Cathy Baldwin 978-948-2163

 Fri, Feb 9 Alt MS & PL    Everett Mackin Phil Gatchell

SQUARE WHEELERS Inc.
PO Box 695, Acton, MA  01720-0695
 Presidents: Brigid & Werner Menzi 978-897-9409
 Banner: Bud & Marie Medeiros 978-486-3015
 Website:  www.mysquaredance.com/squarewheelers

��� DANCING  7:30 - 10:00 pm ���

Location -  Parker Damon School, Acton, opposite R.J. Grey Jr. High
First right (North) off Rt 111 West of Rt 27 intersection

*** Dance automatically cancelled by no-school notice ***

ChocolateDelight Dance

JOHNNY WEDGE
SQUARE DANCE CALLER & TEACHER
100 MERRIMACK AVE, UNIT 1
DRACUT, MA 01826
978-441-4126
jbwedge@comcast.net

BMI
ASCAP

BOOKING 2007 & ON

WACA CLUB DANCE SCHEDULE
FEBRUARY

Sat 3 Hayloft Steppers, Hayloft Barn, Sturbridge, Skip & Betty Ann Brown, Sweet Heart Dance
Sat 3 Montachusett Twirlers, First Baptist Ch, Fitchburg, Dave Lamoureau / Phil Gatchell
Tue 6 WACA MEETING,  Stop & Shop board room on Rt 12 in Worcester
Sat 10 Sutton Country Squares, Sutton High School, Sutton, Bill Mager / Kathy Reardon
Fri 16 Jumptown Twirlers, Athol Town Hall, Athol, Dave Lamoureau & Dave Smith / Leo Boudreau 
Sat 17 Hayloft Steppers, Hayloft Barn, Sturbridge, Dave Smith / Leo Boudreau
Sat 24 Fairs ’N Squares, Ellison Hall, Framingham, Bruce McCue / Scott Cohen, Class Ball

mailto:jbwedge@comcast.net
http://www.RiversideSquares.freeservers.com
http://www.mysquaredance.com/squarewheelers
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7:00-9:30 PLUS WORKSHOP EVERY TUESDAY
Location: Natick First Baptist Church

13 Common Street, Natick Square
Entrance door on School Street opposite the Post Offi ce

   CLUB: (508) 807-0710               CLASS: (508) 877-7270           BANNER: (508) 877-1097

SQUARE DANCE CLUB, INC.   Founded 1965

FIRST PARISH CHURCH
of WESTWOOD

SQUARE RIGGERS
Mail: PO Box 434
Natick MA 01760

Web site: www.squareriggers.freeservers.com

DANCING 8 to 10:30pm 

Dances are held in the Parish House of First Parish Church,
corner of Nahatan and Clapboardtree Streets in Westwood.

  Yankee Clipper Recipient Award 2005

Friday, February 9 - Plus

 Ken Ritucci   Birgit Maguire

The HAYLOFT STEPPERS
HOME OF THE Off Route 49

PODUNK ROAD - STURBRIDGE, MA   01566

 Feb 3 SKIP BROWN & BETTY ANN BROWN - MS & PL Alt - Sweetheart Dance

 Feb 17 DAVE SMITH & LEO BOUDREAU - MS & PL Alt - U.S. President's Dance

A BANNER CLUB

Info: 413-967-9048 ~ www.hayloftsteppers.org

Square Dancing
8 - 10:30pm

RENT THIS BARN Call 508-943-7838
Many dates avavilable

W M S A R D A   C a l e n d a r

 Fri 2 Swingles SDC, MS, Paul Roy / Bev MacKay, 8pm, K of C Hall, 63 Park Ave, W Springfi eld
 Sat 3 Redstone Squares, Class, Cindy Hawley / Gene King, 8pm, Senior Center, 328 N Main St, E Longmeadow
 Sat 10 Cloverleaf Squares SDC, MS, P Roy / L Knight, 8pm, St George’s School Hall, 33 Maple St, Chicopee
 Fri 16 Swingles SDC, Class, Rich Sbardella / Gene King, 8pm, K of C Hall, 63 Park Ave, W Springfi eld
 Sat 17 Quabbin Valley Twirlers, Class, Gloria Vivier / Laura Knight, 8pm,
   Chicopee Village Townhomes, Community Room, 68 Eastern Drive, Chicopee
 Sat 17 Pittsfi eld Squares, MS, L Stratton / M Wall, 8pm, S Congregational Church, 110 South St, Pittsfi eld
 Sat 24 NOHO Squares, PL, Ken Ritucci / Laura Knight, 7:30pm, Sacred Heat Church, 101 King St, Northampton

 -- FEBRUARY -- *** Club of the month: Pittsfi eld Squares ***

http://www.squareriggers.freeservers.com
http://www.hayloftsteppers.org
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Workshops

49th NES&RDC Kick-Off Dance ...........................9
Baldwin Apple Squares .....................................19
Border City Squares ..........................................22
Bradford Country Squares .................................23
Brown, Skip & Betty Ann ...................................24
Century Club .....................................................25
Claudia’s Western Shoppe ................................16
Concord Coach .................................................22
Cote, Paul ..........................................................23
Ed Foote Books .................................................10
Fairs ’n Squares ................................................17
Great Plain Squares ..........................................21
Happy Time Squares .........................................22
Hass, Dave “Hash” ............................................24
Hayloft Steppers ................................................20
Heel & Toe .........................................................22
Jumptown Twirlers .............................................21
Mackin, Everett ..................................................25
Maguire, Birgit & Richard ..................................19
Majestic Badge ..................................................27
Maple Sugar Dance Festival .............................19

Monday
5-12-19-26  Border CIty Squares Nashua, NH MS & PL SQ
Tuesday
6-13-20-27 B & R Maguire Sturbridge, MA PH 3 &4 Waltz & Foxtrot, all rhythms PH 4-5
 Square Riggers Natick, MA PL SQ 
Wednesday
7-14-21 S & BA Brown Portland, ME PH 3 & 4 RD
7-14-28 Great Plain Squares Needham, MA Rounds RD
7-14-21-28 Riverside Squares Danvers, MA Beginners, MS & PL SQ
 Al Rouff, Country Corner Sqs Lyndon, VT MS, PL & ADV SQ

Thursday
1-8-15-22 Al Rouff, Littleton SDC Littleton, NH MS & PL SQ
Sunday
4-11-18-25 Nubble Lighthouse Keepers Wells, ME Class SQ

METRA ..............................................................25
Monadnock Squares .........................................23
Montachusett Twirlers .......................................21
Northeast Callers School .....................................8
Nubble Lighthouse Keepers ..............................25
Palomino Records .........................................6, 13 
Riverside Squares .............................................18
Rouff, Al ...............................................................3
Rudebock, Tom .................................................26
Single Squares ..................................................21
Square Dance Foundation of NE ......................15
Square Dancers Association of Portland, ME ...24
Square Riggers .................................................20
Square Wheelers ...............................................18
Sutton Country Squares ....................................21
WACA ................................................................18
WACA Annual Dance ........................................17
Wedge, Johnny .................................................18
WMSARDA ........................................................20
Wolf Rockers .....................................................23

GREAT PLAIN SQUARES, NEEDHAM, MA

By Tabby Rappolt

It’s been a very good winter. Nice weekly turn outs - more than 2 squares every 
week. All of our class came back after the winter holidays. We are attracting attention 
outside the club. The week after New Years we had almost a full square of visitors! We 
are setting our dance schedule two years into the future, comfortably confi dent that 
we will still be a live and, dare we hope, a growing club that far down the road. Come 
dance with us and feel the magic. Our Valentine party, Wednesday 2/14 is open to all.

NSD News
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“OK! OK!.... So we’re sorry WE made the mistake!”

NEW ADDRESS:
NESDM
782 Jays Way
Ringgold GA 30736

NEW PHONE #:
706-935-5605

A Reminder that

NESDM HAS MOVED....




